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selves in blood and with whom they had begun to inter-many,
it was almost inevitable that the worship of Jehovah, which had
burnt ever more bright and pure in the wilderness, should
become mingled and polluted with these idolatrous cults; and
that the people should relapse into that polytheism which, as
we have seen, so long as it lasts must preclude all hope of
religious or moral advance. But this was not all. For
connected with the worship of these heathen deities, and
indissolubly bound up with it, were a number of nameless
abominations and immoral practices sanctioned and upheld by
the religions of which they formed a part. Now, the private
code of morality which the Israelites brought out of Egypt was
comparatively pure; and when on the occasion of joyous
thanksgiving in the Spring, at Harvest and at the In-gathering,
they met at their altars to offer sacrifice to Jehovah for the
good things he had given them, they ate the firstlings of their
flocks and the cakes of bread they brought with them (after
giving the best parts to Jehovah), and drank their wine, in
innocent joy and merrymaking; returning to their homes
unpolluted and unstained by personal immorality or impurity.
But now that they had embraced the gods of the people of the
land,- they adopted from them the practice of sacrificing their
children to Moloch by burning them in the fire; they regularly
dedicated their daughters as prostitutes in the groves of
Astarte; they polluted themselves with the nameless abomin-
ations which these religions enjoined; and instead of listening
to the pure counsels of Jehovah, gave themselves up to
necromancers, soothsayers, wizards and diviners, who, in the
delirium of ecstasy, polluted their minds as the others did
their bodies. But worse than all, once entered on this
downward course, there was no power anywhere available
to impede or arrest it. For the altars of Jehovah, as we
have seen, were not as they afterwards were, concentrated
at Jerusalem, but were found on every hill-top and under every
green tree; and the priests, in consequence, who ministered